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Global innovation is holding steady

Globally, lack of funds is the primary obstacle to 
current IP activity 
Top 3 obstacles to current IP activity in the West 

R&D is a top priority in the West  
How respondents ranked R&D as a current corporate priority within their companies on a scale of  
1 to 5 (with 1 being low priority and 5 being high priority).

The East is more optimistic about the future  
of R&D investments    

COVID-19 has caused a world-wide shift in 
innovation strategies  

The East is keeping competitors in close view

of respondents from eastern 
companies cited a greater 
investment of time in competitor 
research and intelligence.

www.patsnap.com

of respondents from western 
companies cited no change in the 
investment of time in competitor 
research and intelligence.

** West refers to locations in the western hemisphere (i.e. North America, Western Europe, etc.). 

*   East refers to locations in the eastern hemisphere (i.e Asia, Australia, etc.).

Top 3 obstacles to current IP activity in the East

East*

West**

Companies’ patent 
filing activity since the 
COVID-19 outbreak

Increased – filed more 

patents compared to the 

same period last year.

Optimistic

No Change

Pessimistic

Unsure

28%  
of respondents cited 

 “lack of funds.”

23%  
of respondents cited 

 “lack of funds.”

in comparison to 45% of 
respondents from eastern 
companies that ranked  
R&D a 4 or higher.

63% 

of respondents 
from western 
companies ranked 
R&D a 4 or higher,

20%  

of respondents cited   

“lack of IP professionals.”

20%  

of respondents cited  

“lack of IP professionals.”

22%  

of respondents cited 

“R&D blocked.”

14%  

of respondents cited 

“R&D blocked.”

No change – filed the same 

number of patents compared 

to the same period last year.

Decreased – filed fewer 

patents compared to the 

same period last year.

Unsure – I am unsure as 

to how our patent activity 

has changed.

Not applicable
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There is no denying that COVID-19 has shifted the innovation landscape. To 
further understand this shift, we surveyed IP, R&D and Innovation professionals  
from around the world to see how sentiment towards innovation has changed 
from East to West. Here’s what they told us:
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55% 

of respondents 
attributed their 
company’s 
recent innovation 
strategy shift  
to COVID-19.  

52%

Learn everything you need to know about a company’s 
technology and innovation with PatSnap.


